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Committee Statement of Tasks
1. Describe the most significant scientific discoveries, technical advances, and relevant 
programmatic changes in solar and space physics over the years since the publication of 
the decadal survey;
2. Assess the degree to which the Agencies’ programs address the strategies, goals, and 
priorities outlined in the 2013 decadal survey and other relevant NRC and Academies 
reports, considering the national policy framework;
3. Assess the progress toward realizing these strategies, goals, and priorities;
4. Recommend any actions that could be taken to optimize the science value of the 
Agencies’ programs including how to take into account emergent discoveries and potential 
partnerships since the decadal in the context of current and forecasted resources available 
to them;
5. Provide guidance about implementation of the recommended portfolio for the 
remaining years of the current decadal survey given actual funding levels, progress on 
decadal missions, and science and technology advances, but do not revisit or redefine the 
scientific priorities or recommended mission science targets;
6. Recommend any actions that should be undertaken to prepare for the next decadal 
survey--for example: enabling community-based discussions of (a) science goals, (b) 
potential mission science targets and related implementations, and (c) the state of 
programmatic balance; as well as identifying the information the survey is likely to need 
regarding the vitality of the field; and
7. Recommend actions that would enhance all stages of careers for scientists and 
engineers in the solar and space physics community.
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DS Key Science Goal 4
Fundamental Processes

Dynamos
Solar and Planetary Winds
Magnetic Reconnection
Collisionless Shocks
Turbulence
Plasma Neutral Interactions



Progress and Plans for Realizing DS 15 Goals
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Progress and 
Plans for 
Realizing 

DRIVE
Initiative
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Community Input Solicited for 
Progress, Implementation, Next DS

Robyn Millan*, Dartmouth College, 
co-chair
Tom Woods*, Univ. of 
Colorado/LASP, co-chair
Art Charo, NRC Study Director
Tim Bastian*, NRAO

Monica Bobra, Stanford Univ.

Anthea Coster, MIT

Ed DeLuca, Harvard SAO

Scott England, Va. Tech.

Stephen Fuselier*, SwRI

Ramon Lopez*, UT Arlington

Janet Luhmann, Univ. of Calif. Berkeley

Katariina Nykyri, Embry-Riddle Univ.

Jens Oberheide*, Clemson Univ.

Merav Opher*, Boston Univ.

Karel Schrijver, Lockheed-Martin (ret.)

Josh Semeter*, Boston Univ.

Jeff Thayer*, Univ. of Colorado/AES

Alan Title, Lockheed-Martin 6
*Served on the steering committee or one of the study panels of the 2012 decadal survey

Midterm Assessment Committee

Conferences:  Committee Poster and Town Halls at 
SpWx Week, SPD, GEM, CEDAR, SHINE
Email to Committee: ssp-midterm@nas.edu


