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SCIENCE NATION: A Case Study in Leveraging Your Video Content
More than 100 NSF-funded researchers have been profiled in OLPA’s short-form video series Science Nation. Below are examples of how they’ve used their Science Nation episode as a communications tool for various audiences.  These ideas can be applied to other video content as well, and they illustrate the value of explaining your research in a short-form video story. 
Funding & Staffing:
I have used “Biological Clocks” in most of my grant proposals. 
Jonathan Arnold, Genetics Professor, University of Georgia

The Air Force Office of Scientific Research learned about our work from “Firefighter Tracker,” and they’re interested in using our tracking to add mobile sensor data to their dynamic data driven application systems – specifically focused on fire. 

     Carole Teolis, CEO, TRX Systems 

We are using the b-roll of “Follow the Water” to create a recruiting video. 
Jennifer Zan Williams, Coordinator, 
Susquehanna Shale Hills   Critical Zone Observatory
Lectures & Workshops:
We have sent “Invasion of the Earth Worms” to people interested in having us do workshops, in classroom visits, and to people with questions about the invasive nature of earthworms in general. 
    



Ryan Hueffmeier, Great Lakes Worm Watch, 
    



University of Minnesota Duluth
I have used “Spider Silk” in a number of presentations, especially for those to the general public.  I have given over ten "non-technical" talks since that video came out, ranging from 3rd graders to a faculty women's club.  I had over 600 people for a "Science Unwrapped" talk earlier this month for the public. 

     Randy Lewis, Biology Professor, Utah State 
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Exhibits:
We have had great success with our “Silver Savers” video. It is part of our current exhibition and shown to the public in many featured lectures. In January 2012, it will also play continuously outside the Conservation Window. 
             Glenn Alan Gates, Conservation Scientist, Walters Art Museum
We have used “Black Holes” on a large-screen TV display at various outreach events, where it always draws a crowd. These include two events at the Florida Museum of Natural history with 2,000 attendees! 
  Steve Eikenberry, Astronomy Professor, University of Florida
The Media:
I have used “Virtual Self” in a number of ways, and I often direct reporters to it on my website when they ask about my work. 
      Jeremy Bailenson, founding director of Stanford University's Virtual Human Interaction Lab
“The Physics of Animation” was picked up by a number of websites and blogs in the animation industry, including the most prominent animation blog on the Internet, Cartoon Brew, with an average of nearly 30,000 page views per day. You can see from the 81 comments on the blog that the video generated a lively discussion in the community. 

  Alejandro Garcia, Physicist, San Jose State University
Over 100 newspaper publications picked up “Saving Tribal Languages”! 

     


     Mary Hermes, Associate and Visiting Professor, Curriculum and Instruction,
 


     University of Minnesota
For questions about creating video content and/or more information about pitching stories for Science Nation, please contact Laurie Howell, lhowell@nsf.gov 

Science Nation is on the NSF website at: http://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/science_nation/index.jsp 
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